Aneurysm of a branch of the subclavian artery with multiple arteriovenous fistulae.
A rare case is reported of an 83-year-old woman with an aneurysm of a branch of the subclavian artery with multiple arteriovenous fistulae. The patient was admitted to our hospital with a pulsatile mass in the supraclavicular space and a prominent continuous murmur which radiated to the anterior chest, right forearm and right neck. She first noticed a pulsatile 2 cm mass in 1972, 1 year following a subtotal gastrectomy. At that time, she had intravenous therapy through a right neck vein. In 1993, the mass became larger, and she developed a shunt murmur. Digital subtraction angiography (DSA) demonstrated an aneurysm of the right subclavian artery and an arteriovenous fistula between the right subclavian artery and vein. The right common carotid artery and right subclavian artery arose from the aortic arch separately. The aneurysm arose from a branch of the subclavian artery which may be the costocervical trunk. The 5 x 4 cm aneurysm was resected and the arteriovenous fistula was divided. On postoperative day 5, a new murmur was ausculated. A repeat DSA detected a new fistula between the axillary artery and vein. Reoperation was performed to ligate and divide the fistula. Pathological examination revealed an atherosclerotic aneurysm.